


DEEP WATERS MEN’S DISCIPLESHIP-LEADERSHIP TRAINING
Lesson Nine: A Covenant before God
Nehemiah 9:38-10:39

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it – he will be blessed in what he does. (James 1:22-25)

For the past month the people living in Judea have be reading and studying the Book of the Law of Moses.  They have begun to understand God’s instructions to them through the Word.  This has resulted in prayers of confession as a nation.  But readings and prayers do not bring about the spiritual awakening that the people needed.  There had to be a dedication to the doing of the Word.  And that is what we find here in this tenth chapter of Nehemiah.

Let’s begin with Nehemiah 9:38 
In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting it in writing, and our leaders, our Levites and our priests are affixing their seals to it.

	Term: “binding agreement” means “a firm promise” – refers to something that is certain
	Term: “making” – from the Hebrew word that means “to cut” – used of the covenant

	This covenant was based on three foundations:
		1.  Based on the Word of God – chapter 8
		2.  Involved confession of sins – chapter 9
		3.  Produced obedience through practical application – chapter 10

	Question: Why is it so important that some things be put into writing?
		a.   Sense of permanence
		b.   Sense of accountability
		c.   Sense of importance
		d.   Sense of careful thoughts

Nehemiah 10:1-27 – Those who signed
	
	Verse 1 – Nehemiah – the governor, the legal representative of the King
		   Zedekiah (the Hebrew word “and” is missing from most translations) – who this 
Zedekiah was we are unsure, but because he is linked with Nehemiah he was probably an important official – some thinking he was Nehemiah’s personal scribe
 
	Verses 2-8 – 21 priestly names are mentioned
			(15 are names of priestly families)
			By the way, Ezra is not mentioned by name, but is included as part of the family 
of Seraiah (Ezra 7:1), the first priestly family mentioned.

	Verses 9-13 – 16 Levitical names 
			(Several of these were among those who helped interpret the Word back in 
chapter 8)

	Verses 14-27 – The chiefs of the people listed by the families they represented
			First 21 names represent those who came in the first return (Ezra 2:3-30)
			Next 23 names listed include many of whom helped with the wall building

Nehemiah 10:28-29 – The Oath of Obedience

	Note: Wives as well as children signed the document – “all who are able to understand”
(importance of family study of the Scriptures; importance of helping parents teach their children)

	Note: An oath plus a curse – the positive (“if we keep”); the negative (“if we don’t keep”)
		(there are always consequences to acts of failure to obey what God has shown us to do)

Nehemiah 10:30-39 – Pledges  Made before God

	Verse 30 – Separation from mixed marriages
Exodus 34:12-16 – Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snare among you.  Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles.  Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.  Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land; for when they prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite you and you will eat their sacrifices.  And when you choose some of their daughters as wives for your sons and those daughters prostitute themselves to their gods, they will lead your sons to do the same.

		(This was not based on racial, but on religious grounds)

		Had been previously dealt with by Ezra – Ezra 9:1-2
		Will be again dealt with by the Prophet Malachi nearly a century later – Malachi 2:10-16
		The Apostle Paul will share similar thoughts – 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?  For we are the temple of the living God.  As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  “Therefore come out from them and be separate,” says the Lord.  “Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.  I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,” says the Lord Almighty.  Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

	Verse 31 – Sabbath Observed
(Here is what the people had been thinking: It is the foreign traders who have opened their shops on the Sabbath, so if we buy from them, then technically we are not breaking the law)

		What the Law specified for the Sabbatical Year:
But in the seventh year the land is to have a sabbath of rest, a Sabbath to the LORD.  Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines.  The land is to have a year of rest.  Whatever the land yields during the Sabbath year will be food for you – for yourself, your manservant and maidservant, and the hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, as well as for your livestock and the wild animals in your land.  Whatever the land produces may be eaten. … You may ask, “What will we eat in the seventh year if we do not plant or harvest our crops?”  I will send you such a blessing in the sixth year that the land will yield enough for three years. While you plant during the eighth year, you will eat form the old crop and will continue to eat from it until the harvest of the ninth year comes in.  (Leviticus 25:4-7, 20-22
At the end of every seven year you must cancel debts.  This is how it is to be done: Every creditor shall cancel the loan he has made to his fellow Israelite.  He shall not require payment from his fellow Israelite or brother, because the LORD’s time for canceling debts has been proclaimed.  (Deuteronomy 15:1-2)

The Romans attributed the Jewish observance of the Sabbath and the Sabbatical Yearto laziness.  The Roman historian Tacitus wrote: “the Jews were led by the charms of indolence to give over the seventh year as well to inactivity.”

		3 Aspects to the Pledge:
			a.   There would be no buying or selling on the Sabbath day or other holy days
			b.   Observe Sabbatical year by having no agricultural work
			c.   Observe Sabbatical yea by foregoing the collection of debts

	Verses 32-33 – The Temple Tax
		Again, this is what the Law demanded: Exodus 30:11-16
Then the LORD said to Moses, “When you take a census of the Israelites to count them, each one must pay the LORD a ransom for his life at the time he is counted.  Then no plague will come on them when you number them.  Each one who crosses over to those already counted is to give a half shekel, according to the sanctuary shekel, which weights twenty gerahs.  This half shekel is an offering to the LORD.  All who cross over, those twenty years old or more, are to give an offering to the LORD.  The rich are not to give more than a half shekel and the poor are not to give less when you make the offering to the LORD to atone for your lives.  Receive the atonement money from the Israelites and use it for the service of the Tent of Meeting.  It will be a memorial for the Israelites before the LORD, making atonement for your lives.
 
(Everyone over the age of 20 was charged a half-shekel as a “ransom for himself”)
The Law required a half-shekel to support the temple work.  Now Nehemiah installs a third-shekel; probably because the people were impoverished, although one historian noted that the weight of the Persian third-shekel was the same as the Israelite half-shekel

	Verses 34-39 – Other Pledges
		Verse 34 – Responsibility for bringing firewood to the temple
			Leviticus 6:12-13:
The fire on the altar must be kept burning; it must not go out.  Every morning the priest is to add firewood and arrange the burnt offering on the fire and burn the fat of the fellowship offerings on it.  The fire must be kept burning on the altar continuously; it must not go out.

			All woods could be used except for vines and the olive tree

		Verse 35 – Offering of the first fruits of the crops and the fruit trees

		Verse 36 – Offering of the firstborn of sons and cattle

		Verse 37-38 – Tithes to the Levites
Tithes were first given by Abraham to Melchizedek, king of Salem, in Genesis 14:20; later Jacob promised God that if God brought him back safely to his own home, then he would give a tithe to God.

			These tithes were intended for the support of the Levites: Numbers 18:21-24
I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting.  From now on the Israelites must not go near the Tent of Meeting, or they will bear the consequences of their sin and will die.  It is the Levites who are to do the work at the Tent of Meeting and bear the responsibility for offenses against it.  This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come.  They will receive no inheritance among the Israelites.  Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the Israelites present as an offering to the LORD.  That is why I said concerning them: “They will have no inheritance among the Israelites.”

			The Levites were then to tithe the tithe for the priests: Numbers 18:25-26, 28
The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Levites and say to them: ‘When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your inheritance, you must present a tenth of that tithe as the LORD’s offering. … In this way you also will present an offering to the LORD from all the tithes you receive from the Israelites.  From these tithes you must give the LORD’s portion to Aaron the priest.’”

		Verse 39 – “We will not neglect the house of our God”
There was a sense of excitement because of the impact the Word of God had 
upon them.

This would change a century later during the time of Malachi when the people 
gave grudgingly to the Lord.

Question: Why does Nehemiah focus on stewardship in this document?
		a.   Could it be that this is the first area to be suspended or ignored?
		b.   Seems to be the one we most justify doing without
		c.   I also think it is one we are not fully understanding – it can become very legalistic 
for us

Homework Assignment: This next week I want you to study 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 – one of Paul’s encouragements toward stewardship.  I want you to discern at least four principles concerning giving from this passage that you can share next week.  Which one principle are you most encouraged by?  

	1.  Paul stated the need: “Now about the collection for God’s people”
		The gift needs to be presented

	2.  Paul indicated when the giving was to occur: “On the first day of every week”
		There needs to be regularity

	3.  Paul instructed that everyone was to be involved: “each one of you…”
		There is to be no economic strata for giving – we are all to claim ownership of God’s 
plan

	4.  Paul advised that everyone was to give proportionally: “should set aside a sum of money in 
keeping with his income”
		As God has blessed…so give!

	5.  Paul encouraged that certain men be appointed to handle the funds received: “I will give 
letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem”

		Need for a good financial team in each church: model a strong fiscal policy
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